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PftEFACE. 



Thx- following discoiu^e was preached at the opening of the West'* 
Lexington Presbytery, at its stated spring meeting, in the Salem 
church, and a copy of it was requested for publication by a resolution 
of that body. 

In complying with that request, tte {ttitW of the discourse has only 
to regret that it must appear before the public in so imperfect a form* 
Only those topics which are conceived to be of principal importance, 
as relating to the general subject under discussion, are touched; and 
these are necessarily treated to a very limited extent. 

To treat at length all that belongs to the sufcjec^ and with which 
the church at the present crisis ought to be acquainted, would require 
^ considerable volume. This, however, has been done in some good 
degree, in the form of Sermons, Essays and Reviews, by other and 
abler men, a part of the light of whose knowledge has beamed on 
the Western churchest 

It is believed that the prinoi{>1es evolved in the following remarks^ 
togeiher w^ith others which will almost necessarily be suggested by 
them to the mind of the intelligent reader, if well weighed and prac- 
tised, would, under the divine blessing, meet the present exigencies of 
the church. Under this conviction, and with the hope that it may bear, 
instrumentally, some humble share in preserving the peace and perpet- 
uating' the union of the church, — ^the request of Pre8b3rtery is, not 
without diffidence, complied with, and the discourse, without further 
apology, is submitted to the public. S. V. M. 

Lexington, April 8, 1835. 
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DISCOURSE, 



**Let us therefore follow after the thinga which make for pea^> and 
things wherewith one raaj edifj another."— jRomont. xiv: 19. 

It is evident, on the slightest reflection, that a state of peace is the 

natural state of num, and is indispensaUe to human felicity. Every. 

^ thing which disturbs, even in the slighest degree, the peace of the hu- 

^ man bosom, alike violates the original laws of our nature, and ban- 

2 ishes true enjoyment from the human soul. And the violation of those 

laws, and the destructi(»i of our felicity are always commensurate with 

f the disturbance of our peace. It is impossible that a man should be 

happy who is at war with himself, or at war with those around him* 

His bosom is a scene of endless confusion and commotion, and one 

might as well say, peace, peace, to the troubled ocean whose angry 

auiges lash the shore and retire again to the deep, only to renew their 

violent contentions. 

The doctrine of the inseparability of peace and felicity in man, may 
be beautifully and forcibly illustrated by reference to the planetary 
system, and indeed, to every department of material nature, whether 
subj^ect to the laws of the animal, or those merely of the vegetable 
economy. The undistui'bed and regular circulation of the fluids, wheth- 
er in vegetable or animal organization, is indispensable to the health 
of the body; and the removal of an organ not only brings loss in itself^ 
but by interfering with such a circulation, tends to the destruction of the 
whole body. In the case of a vegetable, decay and putre&cticMi often 
result; and in the case of an animal, pain and often mortification and 
death ensue. These are nothing else dian the disturbance of the har- 
mony subsisting between the relations of the several parts, the conse- 
quences of which are always mischievous. 

In the planetary system, regularity is indispensable both to utility 
and beauty. Chrajideur may result from confusion, but wreck and ruin 
are the necessary consequences. While the sun occupies the centre, 
and each planet and satellite performs its accustomed revolutions in its 
appropriate orbit, we are no less struck with the utility, than attracted 
and overwhelmed by the beauty and grandeur of the system. But the 
moment when the peace and harmony of the system is disturbed, that 



moment world rushes against world, and all is waste and ruin. So it i& 
with human nature. Happiness in man is not the cause of itself, but 
is an effect, and results from the harmony of the elements and attri- 
butes of his mind, and the hctrmony of his moral. and social rela- 
tions- While peace is preserved between the several powers and pas- 
$ion8 of the mind, while the harmony c^ its own attributes, and the har- 
mony of those social relations which subsist between itself, and those 
around it is undisturbed, human nature ishappy^ The moment when 
that harmony is destroyed, human nature is miserable, because the 
laws of its operations are violated. A single look of anger, or one un- 
kind remark is sufficient to wound human sensibility, and disturb the 
happiness of a man. And one bitter controversy, conducted with em- 
bittered feeling, is enough to. waste an ocean of pure and rational en- 
joyment. 

But let me not be misunderstood. When it is asserted that a -state 
of peace is the natural state of man, it is not meant that man, as w% 
find him on earth, even in his earliest infancy, is in a state of peace. 
On the contrary,, derangement both in the organs and appetites oi the 
body, and in the passions of the soul, is constitutional and hereditary, 
and belongs to all of the species. The first movements of human feel- 
ing, and the earliest operations of the human mind, are under violated- 
laws of original nature. Sensibilky is blunted and diseased, the under- 
standing labours, judgment is confused,. conscience is weakened and er- 
ring, the passions are lawless, the appetites aredepraved, and the whole 
man is but the wreck of himself, andonly presents the appalling, though 
interesting spectacle of the feelings and faculties of immortality strug- 
gling against nature for suitable enjoyment, and increasing at each 
stage of its- exertions its own enduring agony. Nor is this all. Desti- 
tute of peace. within, it wages perpetual war with those that are with- 
out. Envy, jealousy, hatred, strifes, emulations, wraths, evil surmi- 
sings, seditions, pride, vanity, contempt, ambition, eviUspeaking, whis- 
perings, back-bitings, thefts, murders, aduheries, falsehood, tyranny 
andoppressjons-rrfthesearethe black train of evils which show the vio-^ 
lated harmony of the moral and social relations. These, though an^ 
imperfect, yet so far as they go, are but too faidiful a picture, of the 
state of unregenerate, and to. a limited degree, even of regenerated 
man : and every auditor in my hearing possesses a recorded testimony 
of the truth of the outline, in the recollection of his own wounded sen-» 
sibility, and his observation of human conduct. Nor let it be supposed^ 
that the relations subsisting between man and man, are the <xily rela- 
tions whose harmony is violated. The sanctity of those relations. 



which Subsist between man and his Maker is no less corrupted ; and 
the fact is evinced in the neglected will and worship of God, and even 
in a felt enmity towards the Holy One,— the result of which, in man, 
is a certain fearful looking for of judgment ana of fiery indignation. 
Such then, is the unfortunate condition of our earthly nature, alike the 
crime and curse of the species. A picture too, the very reverse of 
that which forms the4)ride and boast of the Aristotel ian Philosophy. But 
this is not the natural, but an unnatural and violated state of the human 
constitution, in which the laws of our being are acted against; and this 
. is the true origin of all the horrors and throes of human agony. Not 
so the original state of our nature, when every law of its operations was 
strictly adhered to and obeyed ; when every organ and fibre of the 
body — when every faculty and passion of the mind performed to per- 
fection its peculiar functions ; and no relation, individual or social, of 
our being, was impaired; when peace as a river of life and of love 
flowed through the heart, or beamed and shonie on all around, as the em- 
blematic and softened effulgence of divinity itself. How happy then, 
was our natui-e in its primitive state! and^how happy would be the 
whole human species at this hour, if this were the universal condition 

« 

of man ! 

Now, it is for this very purpose that Christianity is introduced; the 
removal of the evils which afflict the species; the restoration of the prop- 
er laws of our nature to their full and free operation, and the consequent 
introduction into the human bosom of that felicity, which, although it is 
not absolute, fails not to be so by any limitation or restriction of it from 
any passion or susceptibility of our nature, but only by its dependence 
on the will of the Greater, and is, therefore, perfect and permanent, as 
that will is perfect and permanently good^ — ^these are the theme, the 
song, the burden of the christian message, and these it ffants to accom- 
plish in every human bosom. These were the sublime and hallowed 
topics which inspired the prophets, and led them, while as yet they 
were minstrelsing in notes of touching tenderness and pathos, the "ills 
and sorrows which flesh is heir to," to change thieir song and in livelier 
and sublimer minstrelsy, to strike their harps to the mystic oracles of 
Jdiovah, touching the redemption of mankind. This was the theme 
that inspired the lay of angels, when vehicled in air at midnight hour, 
they poured the strain on the ear of Shepherds of glory to God, good 
will and peace to men. To give these sentiments force in the human 
mind, to waken the sensibilities of human nature and woo it from its 
woes, nature that had erst been mute, lent all her powers, and spoke in 
stitiins of eloquence that moved the world. This was the last gift of the 
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Son of God to men, before he ascended to his Father, leading captmhf 
captive. Peace 1 leave vsUh you^ my peace I give unto you. Let not 
your hearts be troubled! That pea^e was not then perfect. It was 
but the germ of univeri^l peace, planted in the hearts of the disciples, 
which, under the appropriate influences of grace and truth, should 
spread itself through all the parts and passions of our nature. 

For the reduction, moreover, of all the properties of human nature 
to the laws of peace ; for the invigorating of those which are too weak 
to perform their full functions, and for the repressing of those which 
act beyond the intended and proper degree of their operation; for the 
purifying of the heart, and the introduction and permanent establish- 
ment in it of Universal peace, and for the spreading of that peace as 
wide as the limits of the human family; the new creating Spirit and 
breeth of the Almighty is, and will continue, to be given, until all the 
objects of human redemption are accomplished : when man shall not be 
obliged to teach his neighbour the knowledge of God, but all shall know 
him from the greatest to the least. Then shall the nations of the earth 
beat their spears into pruning hooks, and shall learn war H^ more. Thea 
shall the woes and sorrows of the human heart cease to be the burdea 
of eloquence and song; and the poet and the orator shall dwell witte 
rapture on the glories and the bliss of the new creation. Then shall 
the tongue of eloquence cease to tell of social griefs and cares, and 
shall descant in delighting strains on the beauties which surround it, 
and the joys which inspire it. Then shall the hand of man cease to 
grasp the deadly weapon of a foe, to rive to the earth the grandeur and 
existence of his fellow man, and every energy shall be employed, not 
indeed in ministering to the wants and necessities of men, for of these 
there shall be none, but in helping on the universal good; and God the 
universal Fathei;of all, ho longer complaining of the desertion of his 
children, nor frowning terror on human crimes, shall smile on his chil- 
dren from the magnificent throne of his glory, and shed over all his 
family the dews of universal peace. Then shall human nature flow 
on in subjection to its original laws, like the majestic river, unchafed 
and unruffled, until it expands into the ocean of immeasurable bliss. 

It would evidently be a departure from the philosophy of nature, or 
from her uniform mode of qseration, to presume that such results can 
be brought about without appropriate and adequate causes. As in the 
v^etablo and animal departments of creation, every efi^tis the result 
of a cause appropriate and peculiar; so, also, in the intellectual and 
moral department, no effect can spring from a cause unpoculiar and 
fcnreign to its nature. One law pervades all of the departments, pysi- 



t^l, vegetable, animal, intellectual and moral, namely, that likeprodu' 
<:€th Wte, Every effect partakes essentially gf the nature of its cause ; 
•und every cause communicates its peculiar and essential nature to its 
immediate efiect. Peace, therefore, in the human bosom, established up^ 
-on permanent and proper principles, the true, and sure, and only founda* 
lion of peace between man, and his fellow man, must spring from cau^ 
Bes which are both peculiar and permanent, and will always flourish in 
4)Toportion to the full, and unobstructed, and free operations of those 
causes. These causes, as we think, against the opinions and senti' / 
ments of the infidel world) are found in the provisions of the Bible 
alone. In the Bible, and in the Bible aksie, as we suppose, are found 
developed those principles and causes, the full and free action and ope* 
itition of which, upon the human understanding, and the human heart, 
accomplish the true reformation of man, and lift him to the zenith of 
his glory and bliss. For herein^ as we believe, is revealed the right-- 
^ousness of God from faith to faith, so that the just may live hy faith* 
Herein, beholding, as in a glass, the ghry of the Lord, we are chang- 
€d into the same image from glory to glory, by the Spirit of the Lofd^ 
Herein contemplating the intellectual and moral excellence of the Su- 
preme Being, the natural ignorance of man in that which is truly good 
and lovely, is banished, and the human understanding, under the pow- 
erful action of divine truth, resumes something of the loveliness and 
^softened efiulgence of Deity himself. Herein meditating under the 
breath of the almighty Spirit, on the promises and principles of the Gos- 
pel, the heart that was sunken and wretched, charmed by a mysterious 
and irresistable power, feels an ineffable sweetness, and is made par- 
taker of the holy rapture and delight of Divinity itself. We are made 
partakers of the divine nature: Under the action of the principles 
then, revealed in the Bible, and accompanied by the omnipotence of the 
Holy Spirit therein also revealed, every sympathy and passion, every 
faculty and feeling of the human understanding and the human heart; 
in short, every element of human nature is appealed to, and lifted from 
the ignorance and depravity which surround and oppress it, and the 
whole and entire man is elevated and transformed into the image and 
emblem of God. 

Let it not be presumed either, that this. transformation of character, 
this purity and happiness of spirit, this peace and ultimate security and 
bliss of mankind can be accomplished by the action and operation of 
any other principles than those contained in the Bible. No principles 
can be substituted for those of the Bible without additional detriment 
and the ultimate ruin of mankind; and every modification of any prin- 
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Ciplc of* the New 'Testaincnt, is certainly pernicious, just so fiir as it ii^ 
un abandonment of the New Testament principle, and the substitution 
of another. If the original nature of man had been different from 
what it is J or if the relations which he sustains to his Creator, and 
his fellow-creatures had been of a different character, then a different 
set of principles or laws would have been necessary from those which 
are now necessary to govern and direct man to act in harmony with 
the elements and attributes of his constitution and his fixed relations; 
For the recovery of such a nature from the effects of sin, the redeeming 
.and recovering gospel would have been, in most of its features, wholly 
different from the gospel of the New Testament. But human nature 
being such as it is, both in its structure and its relations; and the laws 
of its motives and operations being ascertained and fixed, it was neces- 
sary that the plan for its recovery from its fallen and ruined condition, 
should be of a particular kind, to meet its peculiar constitution, laws and 
condition. That the plan of the New Testament is both one, and per- 
fect for the accomplishment of its object, is just as certain as that the 
nature of man is one, and only one, in all the ages and generations of 
mankind; and its condition one, and only one, until it is changed by the 
gospel ; and that God, the devisee of the plan is perfect in wisdom and 
in goodness. For being infinitely acquainted widi the whole nature, 
condition and destinies of man, and being infinitely wise and good, it is 
infinitely out of the limit of probable supposition that God should have 
misconceived, in a single element of the gospel plan' of human recov- 
ery. All that is necessar)'^, and nothing but what is necessary to the 
perfection of the plan of man's salvation is found in the gospel of the 
New Tfistament^ Christianity therefore saves, because it is of its nature 
^t is fitted to save. It is of the nature of a stone to fall to the earth; 
of fire, to burn; of water to quench fire, and of the gospel to sanctify 
and save. It will then be asked, can no improvements be made upon 
the gospel by all the lights of science, and all the vigour of human gen- 
ius? Amidst the rapid march of science, in every other department, is 
the science of religion and salvation alone destined to stand still ? And 
must man be saved in the 19th century precisely by the same plan, un- 
modified, by which he was saved in the days of Pagan darkness, arid 
Jewish bigotry? The answer to these questions is at hand. Who can 
improve on the wisdom and goodness of God? Other sciences are 
nothing but the modifications of human wisdom, and may therefore 
change. Not that the principles of all true science are not permanent 
and eternal as the nature of things. But what we call science is noth- 
ing but the collectfid and classified results of human iavestigation, and 
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partakes of all the imperfections of human wisdom and human pas- 
sions. Systems, therefore, of human science may rise, flourish and 
fall, and give place to other systems in endless variety until the end of 
time. But the science of salvation is of God, and partakes essentially 
of the immutability of its author. Other systems may, like their au- 
thors, change and decay; but the system of God, like himself, is im- 
mutable and eternal. The lights of modern science, the march of hu- 
man mtellect) the flight of human fancy, the grasp of human imagina- 
tion^ are all powerless in their eflbrts to improve the simple and beau- 
tiful system of the New Testament. It stands alone unchanged, amidst 
idl the changes and wrecks of human systems, alike unrivalled for its 
aimplicity and power, and incapable of improvement by addition or re- 
duction ; alike stupendous for its eflicacy on the whole condition and 
destinies of man, and in reflecting glory on its author. And the same 
simple principles, without addition or subtraction, were both necessary 
and sufficient to save the ignorant fisherman of Judea, ann the accom- 
plished sage and scholar of the nineteenth century. But these princi- 
ples, in order to accomplish their object, must all be brought to bear 
upon the understanding and the heart; like the laws of the illustrious 
Spartan Legislator, which he refused to admit to any other record, but 
commanded that diey should be recorded upon the hearts, and interwo- 
ven with the lives and manners of the people. 

The most prominent, and doubtless the most successful method, there- 
fore^ of promoting tranquility in the human passions, and peace and 
hajrmony between the members of the great and universal empire of 
the God of peace, is by the inculcation of the pure, and simple, and un- 
60)>histicated principles of the New Testament. 

If there be a peculiarity in the great system of the Gospel, which 
shines pre-eminently above every other, it is its unlimited power of as- 
similating the virtues and characters of men. Men of every clime, 
and age, and condition in life, are equally accessible to its principles, and 
susceptible of its reformations. The Hindoo, the Hottentot, the prince- 
ly European, and the aflilicted beggar, the king and the slave; the 
accomplished scholar, and the illiterate pauper, after having been placed 
under the regenerating influences of the christian principles, whatever 
diflerences of character might have been presumed to have been gene- 
rated by the difierent forms of government, and the prevailing senti- 
ments and opinions where they lived, are found, when brought together, 
to be in possession of a remarkable congeniality in their dispositions and 
practices. The same God is worshipped in the same way; the same 

institutions are venerated and loved; the same faith, and humility, and 

2 
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penitence are manifested in their lives; the same virtues are esteetnfltl 
and practiced, and the same vices are abhorred and shunned; the same 
honors and blessings are ascribed to the Redeeming Son of God, and 
the same prospects of a blessed immortality are entertained and avow- 
ed. And when the closing scenes of earth shall have arrived, and the 
whole assembly, and church of the first bom shall have convened to- 
gether in heaven; when all who have hitherto, and shall hereafter come 
imderthe full influence of revealed truth, from Adam to the last of the 
species that shall feel the renewing and transforming power of the Al- 
mighty Spirit in his application to the conscience of the blood of Christ, 
shall have assembled together; when all the sons and daughters of the 
Almighty shall have come up from the East, and from the West^ from 
the North, and fr(»n the South, of every age^ and condition, and ctime, 
and nation, in all the generations of mankind from the birth until the 
death of Time, and shall be associated together on the broad plains of 
the New World, by nothing, probably, will they be more struck than by 
the universal fact of the perfect resemblance of each, to every other of 
the great company, each being a perfect, though limited symbol of the 
Divinity, and the perfect mirror of all his companions. Like the stars 
in the firmament of heaven, differing, it may be, in magnitude aiid 
glory, yet each the perfect image of all the rest, and symbol of the 
Sun; and all bound tc^ether by the indissoluble 4)onds of an universal 
and irresistible attraction. 

Nor does this, overwhelminglyTattractive, and all-lovely as it is, Bprittg 
from circumstances which are merely casual and accidental, but is the 
result of the unlimited comprehension and intimat<e knowledge of in^ 
finite wisdom. The essential principles of human nature are the same 
in all ages, and places, and under all possible circumstances. And not 
only must the same principles and causes act upon it to transform its 
corruptions and charm it into life and lovelinfess; but the same princi^ 
pies and sentiments must dwell in it to yield it felicity. Between these 
principles and sentiments, moreover, and the principles and sentiments 
of other beings similarly constituted, and God himself, there must be a 
perfect correspondence, in order to perfect harmony. Discrepancy in 
these, is enmity and disruption. Hence, we are commanded to hate 
the same mind in us which was also in Christ Jesus^ and he had the 
same mind in him, which is in his Father. God, alike the author and 
perfect example to his creatures of all felicity, hath transcribed the prin- 
ciples which inhabit in his own bosom, upon the pages of inspiration; 
thence to be transcribed upon the hearts of the children of men; and 
he bestows his Holy Spirit to create in our bosoms the same sentiments 
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whioh-dweil in hini,.unti) all in heaven, and all on earth be brought in 
the same mind and in one spirit, into universal harmony and love. The 
great method, therefore,.oC promoting both the peace and edification of 
individuals, and of the church is by unfolding the simple principles of 
the New Testament,, to the minds of the people. 

Nor sh3uld this bedone in a cold and speculative manner. Indeed, spec- 
ulations beyond the word of God, are not usually comprehended,and there- 
fore cannot be edifying, at least, to the mass of the people. Moreover, 
they oflen tend to perplex the lovely simplicity of truth, and bewilder the 
auditors, and thereby prevent the free and lovely action of truth upon the 
mind. Besides, speculations tend strongly to render the minds of the 
hearers sceptical. For their foundations being of^en incapable of 
being clearly settled on first principles or intuitive truths,^ the evidence 
of their truth cannot cany conviction to the minds of the audience.. 
This is specially the case with regard to the great majority of hearers.. 
For the mass of mankind never can become profound and skilful rea- 
sonens. They want both leisure and ability. Still less intelligible 
and profitable are these speculations, when the minister himself be- 
comes lost in the misty mazes which his own ambitious and feeble in- 
tellect has< created around him.. Nor are such speculations profitable 
even when they are cleasly apprehended. They are not the simple 
truths — the sincere ndlk of ike word that nourish the human soul into 
the likeness of God.. What God has clearly set forth in the pages of 
inspiration, is the result of acknowledged wisdom and goodness, and is 
known to be valuable. That which results from, the limited and im- 
perfect reason of man, is at best questbnable,. and is oftea certainly 
pernicious. Moreover, the minds both of the preacher and the hear- 
ere, who have been in the habit of indulging and hearing speculations,, 
come to the exhibitions and contemplations of acknowledged truth under 
great disadvantages. For they bring with, them their habits of partial 
scepticism, by which they mystify ,^ in their own conceptions, the word of 
God, and if they do not entirely destroy thfiir capacity to understand it, 
they at least blunt the susceptibility of their hearts, and destroy their ca- 
pacity io feel it; so that the word of God oflen falls powerless upon 
their minds, like the shaft at the feet of the well shielded antagonist. 
Such th^i, is the influence of speculation, upon the mind. Not so with 
revealed truth. It carries with it an intuitive evidence and natal pow- 
er which seldom fails to fasten conviction on the mind of the unsophisti- 
cated hearer, and awe, and subduoj^even enmity itself into a profound, 
and trembling submission. 
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Neither should truth be presented farther than is indispensable in a 
controversial form. Controversy, even the mildest, is almost of neces- 
sity irritating to the passions of men in their present state of derange- 
ment. And even though it should be conducted with the most perfect 
mildness, and with the utmost christian propriety on the part of the 
principal persons engaged in it; andaltliough they may not permit the 
slightest ill will to be engendered in their bosoms by the controversial 
exercise of their talents, (which is saying much for roan in his best 
sublunary condition ;) yet the passions of the people are not so easily 
restrained within christian boundaries. They usually array them- 
selves under the standards of their respective leaders in the controver- 
sy, parly against party, and settling their own proper watchword, their 
ecclesiastical Shiboleth, indulge in the most undignified and bitter re- 
proaches against each other. — Aye, doubtless to the wtspeakahle edifi- 
cation of the church. But how far the principal controversi^ists, and 
their associate leaders and ministers in the different denominatk>ns have, 
abstained from such improprieties, and have acted with a naeek and 
christian spirit, let the past history and present state ci feeling and con- 
duct in all Christendom testify. The vocabulary of reproachful terms 
has been long suice exhausted. Brother has arrayed himself against 
brother, and friend against friend. The bitterest passions of human 
nature have been inflamed, and almost every species of feeling has been 
excited, but that which is legitimately generated under the all-subduing^ 
heart-transforming, and peace-bestowing influences of the gospel of the 
meek and lowly Jesus. And it would seem, as an illustrious writer 
has observed, that the church is emphatically a church militant, not in- 
deed militant against the enemies of piety, but the different members 
against the body itself. When such passions are in exercise, it is rather 
a miracle that any persons are brought to a saving knowledge of the 
truth, than matter of astonishment that so few new converts to the faith 
are made : and nothing, we deem, could more fully demonstrate the en« 
tire sovereignty and undeserved bestowment of divine grace, than the 
fact that amidst all the wranglings, and strifes, and jealousies, and 
schisms of Christendom, some immortal souls who were wandering in 
obscurity and darkness, hard by the places of everlasting death, have 
been, the meanwhile, brought home to the light and joys and hopes of 
the salvation of God. 

We do not intend to affirm that controversy with all of its disadvan- 
tages is never useful. The Reformation furnishes abundant proof of 
the contrary. Luther, and Zuinglius, and CEcolampadius, and Bren- 
tius, and Carolstadt, and Calvin, and Knox, and a multitude of other 
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Reformers, were all violent men. The proceedings of most of their* 
councils^ also, were extremely violent; and the rage of their Catholic, 
enemies was even more so. And never, perhaps,, since the.&ro^tioa 
of man, did the God of peace look dawn from Heaven upoa sceiues of 
such violent warfare for the establishment of tlie peaceful religion of 
his Son, as then engaged the attention of mankind. Kingdoms were 
shaken, saints were martyred, thrones were subverted, and empirea 
fell, and the whole of Christendom was liko a burning volcano, dis-> 
gorging its fiery elements and flooding the earth. These things, per- 
haps, were necessary and unavoidable.. For these were days both of 
religious and civil revolution;, and when revolutbn, whether civil or 
ecclesiastical is in progress, violence seldom fails to be its attendant.. 
Let the revolutionary struggle of the American colonies for the liber- 
ties which we now inherit,, bear its testimony on the subject, and let 
&e excitements and agitations of our beloved state a few years 
since, for the civil principles of our state policy,, which are now es« 
taMished, as it is hoped,, upon a permanent 'basis,, throw their light 
around the matter. But Luther and MelahcthQn,.and doubtles s all good 
men panted for the peace wluch they saw was breathed in 'th&gos:pel|» 
and often prayed ardently for the return of ecclesiastical peace, echoing, 
the sentiment and prayer of one ardently devoted to the same holy 
cause centuries before — Peace be wUhin thy toaUs^ O JenualemI: 

When the principles and tenets of a respectable denomination of 
christians are violently assailed, there is a point, beyond which, silentL 
endurance is sin. And this, as well as for the removal of overgrown 
and intolerable corruption, is a state of thiligs which not only justifies^ 
but demands controversy; and the vehemence and spirit of the con- 
troversy should always be proportioned to the violence of the assault,, 
and the necessities of its repulsion. These are two sets of circum- 
stances where controversy is necessary and prober, and may God 
Almighty postpone the day of their existence in< the Presbyterian 
church, at least in these United States, with an everlasting postpon*- 
ment, until the dawn of the millennial gloryof his Son on the Earth, 
Who can have failed to observe that while under the solemn announce- 
ment of the simple truths of the New Testament,, the audience were 
lending a most profound and feeling attention to the doctrines delivered,- 
the moment allusion has been made to a denomination or party to which 
the speaker was hoatilo, by calling the name ofthe party, orof some prom- 
inent individual associated with it — who has failed to observe that at 
that very moment— in an instant, a^ though some strange and mystic 
spirit had suddenly come over and pervaded the ass^nbly, tbe whole 
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foolmgir of the people were changed, and from being calm, solemn, andi 
profoundly alive to the holy sentiments that were uttered, on a sudden 
as if by magic, they have become irritated, revengeful and contemptuous^ 
In such a case, the preacher has, by some unfortunate and ill-timed 
word or allusion,^ reared a barrier to the introducti<»i of the solemn 
truths he was announcing,, and checked the generous and soul-trans- 
forming processes that were going on in the hearts of the people, under, 
the mysterious and powerful infiuences of the blessed gospel. 

That the present aspect of things in the Presbyterian church in these 
United States is unfavourable and gloomy, none who' has been at the 
least pains to examine its condition,, can for a moment doubt. The 
tocsin of alarm is begun to be sounded,, and the war cry to be shouted 
from New Brunswick to the Sabine. Commotions are observed in the 
camp of Israel; and the members of the great body are arraying them* 
selves in hostile attitude; watcb-woixls are selected and given; and 
*<No frame-work around the Bible," "Act and Testimony," "Old 
School and New School," <*Hopkinsian and Orthodox," pass round 
the ranks. Division is apprehended by some, and spdienof by others 
as necessary. Now the causes of all this are easily traced to their 
proper, sources by one, who taking his position upon an eminence,, will 
be at the trouble to cast a glance of his eye around on the great arena 
of the churches. A few restless spirits, not always the most vigorous 
or profound, though some of them are even mighty ambitious of eccle- 
siastical elevation, and finding the plain and simple truths of the Bible 
already systematized, and each having afibced to it the name and signa- 
ture of some prominent and powerful intellect, as Calvin or Arminius, 
or some other, to designate its peculiarities,, they have no method led 
by which they may reach their aim, but by seeking the modifications of 
the simple and heaven-bom truths of revelation in some supposedly 
new, and I may add, hackneyed interpretation of the text; or by some 
departure from the simple and well understood discipline of the church. 
For afler all, their new interpretations were made and published cen- 
turies before these spirits had an existence. And in so far as they 
claim these speculations as the native offspring of their own brain, (and 
otherwise, they feel that there is no honour in their publication,) they 
either presume greatly on the ignorance of the people, or demonstrate 
their own ignorance of what has already, and often been written and 
published. For what form of interpretation of the Holy Scriptures, by 
which ambition might plume herself, or infidelity add to her triunq^^ 
by avoiding and putting away fir(wi the minds of men, the plain and 
obvious will of Heaven, published in the Book of God, so phin thai *e 
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'thai fans taaaf ready has beiein left unassay^d in the former ag^s of 
Christianity? From the time of its introduction into the world, the 
great, ?tnd stupendous, and overwhelmingly grand and glorious system 
of Heaven's salvation, while it (has never failed to save the humble and 
penitent, has always, either excited the hostilities, or courted the ambi^ 
tion of unsanctified man% And the spirit is, perhaps, yet to, be found 
which was unmoved 'by joy^ or tremblings or ambition, or excited en- 
mity, when first the principles of Christianity were brought to bear upon 
iU These spirits occupy a sort of watcb-towers, reared at convenient 
distances around the walls, and through the camps of Israel ; and the 
moment some new modification of a doctrine is broached, or some old 
«rror drestin a newgarb^ which answers the purposes of their ambi* 
tious desire of fame, is set forth^ it 48 forthwith heralded from tower to 
tower; aad by means of the press, and oral communication, it is assid-' 
^ously spread through all the churches, greatly to the annoyance of the 
peace, and the expulsion of the pure zeal and humble piety of the mem- 
bers of the body. And if any are found not ready to give into, or who 
stand in opposition to the new discovery^ they are pitied as iceak breth- 
ren, or denounced as old fashioned and bigoted spirits^ doating qn the 
^Id doctrines and age-worn order of things — some centuries behind the 
age in which they live^ with nnnds unenlightened, unenlai^ed by the 
^new and wonderful discoveries of modem science, performing the un- 
thankful and cruel office of the t3rrant Damastes Procrustes, by cut- 
ting off the limbs that are too long, and forcibly stretching those that are 
too short, to lill their old fashioned theological measure ; just as though 
tiie modem applications of steam, and the improvements in the oonstruc" 
^tion of roads, and other works and arts of internal improvement could 
add some new principle to the ay stem, or render plainer to us the doc- 
trines and discipline of the New Testament, than they were to the dis- 
ciples and apostles of Christ, and their immediate successors. Purely 
ure taeihe men, and wisdom shall die with us! 

If I had the inclination, it would be too great a digression from the 
subject, at present to enter on the proofs of the fact, that however, much 
more widely knowledge may be disseminated among the people, after 
all the literary and theological vapouring of our modem would-be great 
men, both the vigour and the emdition of the human mind is on the wane. 
' Letters, far from improving, are on the decline ; and the intellect of the 
nineteenth century is comparatively feeble and dwacfish. We are, in- 
deed) threatened with another dark era in the history of the human 
^mind. The intellectual world is gomg into eclipse — God grant that it 
may be «hort, and that the moral world may not accompany it, as in the 
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tiark a£^s^ Correct views on this subject, mighttcnd to pluck the plunM 
%f vanity anil pride from the modem aspirants to the temple of fame, 
tand humble them under a sense of their own comparative littleness, and 
make them more docile in the simple truths of the gospel. 

These are the spirits which trouble the churches; and if they would 
•only curb their restive ambition, which in most instances is the secrect, 
Aough mainspring of the evil application of their unsanctiiied energies, I 

the troubles of the church would soon cease« 

Let these spirits retire into their closets, and bowing before the 
throne of the heart^searchmg God, plead with him earnestly to show 
them all the secret machinery of their own feelings and motives, and 
give them the same close and discriminating insight into themselves 
which they will have in the day of Judgment, when their souls shall 
be tried so as by fire, and we will venture to affirm that bur ecclesiasti-' 
cal sky will soon clear up, that the storm which threatens desolation 
and destruction will abate; and the noble ship, freighted with the hopes, 
and interests, and destinies of men, will speedily cease to be tossed on 
the billows and commotions of angry and bitter contentions, and will 
\iQ borne along in safety over a smooth sea, and befwe the gentle 
broezes, and under the favouring auspices of a clear sky, to the haven 
of peace and felicity. Let those who are madly pushing on the church 
to division, pause and reflect upon the evils they are bringing to pass^-^ 
let them contemplate the feelings which are to be harrowed up, and the 
passions which are to be excited — ^let them think of families divided, 
of husbands and wives, of brothers and sisters, of parents and chil- 
dren, of friends and neighbours, who have been long living in christian 
fellowship, torn asunder, and delivering up each other to public scorn 
«nd private reproach, and if neither these things nor the jeopanlizing 
of their own hopes of heaven, will induce them to change their course; 
if divisions must come, woe and anathema on those by whom they 
^come. The judgment day wiU show that ii had been good far them if 
^ nuQritone had been tied around their necks, and ^ey cast inio the 
'depths of the sea, •> 

We would entreat all of our brethren to consider these things. They 
' may not., themselves, be aware of the amount of influence they are ex- 
erting to the ii^ury of the church. A few things comparatively easily 
accomplished, would settle the whcJe difiiculties of the Preal>yterian 
church in this country, and save it from the catastn^he which the pre- 
sent crisis threatens. The annulling of a few ofiensive acts passed by 
the General Assembly, within a few years past, ei^ecially the expul- 
sion from our ecclesiastical constitution of the newly adopted principle 
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tit ^^•i«ctiveafiinity,^^'*jEiiid tho abstaiaiogon the part of our ministry 
ftam a few speculatioos which navar can adify the church, would tend 
far to avert the apprehended evils. And why should the assembly be 
tenacious of a principle which is clearly not a part of, nor consistent 
with our written constitution, and the introduction of which^ whether 
correctly gt otherwise^ is confidently believed by a lai^e majority of 
the church members, to have been accomplished under the influence 
solely of party views and party feelings? Why hold on to,^^ few acts 
at the obvious hazard of the p^ace and union of the who}^, church? 
That some inconvenience might spring from their repeal) 41^1, admitted, 
yet it could neither be considerable nor lasting. And what would be 
the amount of this inconvenience, when compared with the injury ari* 
ting firom the severing asunder of the whole church? On the other 
hand, let there be due toleration exercised towards those who hold theo- 
logical errors of not sufficient magnitude to subject them to the disci- 
pline of the church, especially in conferring representative powers on 
delegates to the General Assembly, and in other respects. All are on 
a constitutional equality as ecclesiastics, while unimpeached for theolo- 
gical opinions or moral conduct. And why chafe and exasperate the 
feelings of some of our brethren, by withholding from them, or pre- 
venting their due share in the exercise of ecclesiastical authority, for 
no other reasons than party motives? 

Again> — Let the word of God be preached with a manly freedomi 
without reference to the peculiar tenets of a party. Men do not always 
see the truths of the Bible in the same way^ Whether this state of 
&ct arises out of the nature of the mental constitution m its present 
deraoged form^ or is traceable to diflerence of early- impressions re* 
ceived by the mind, or is attributable to a certain waywardness of tem- 
per, which is, in itself indeed, highly criminal, or in whatever way it 
oomes, is little to the purpose. Difference of opinion is known to exist 
among men acknowledged on all hands to be christians, and is carried 

*It it should be objected against the repeal of the acts alhided to, on 
tbe grounds that such repeal would create great confusion in the church, 
by aooiiUiog all Presbyterial and Sessional acts done by and under 
their authority, as ordinations, organization of churches, 6dc, &c.— this 
difficulty may be readily obviated in the following manner, viz: Let 
the same resalntion of the General Assembly which repeals the uacoo-^ 
siitutional and offensive acts, or an associated resoluttoo, legalize and 
confirm all the Presbyterial, Sessional and Church acts done by those 
bodies during their ecclesiastical existence; and let the ministers, elders 
and churches be simply transfered into such ecclesiastical connexioDC 
as shall meet the plain and obvious ioteation of our acknowledged lonn 
ef governmentt 

8 
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througk Hfe, aad into the very article of deaths ^faere piety is nol only 
unqueaUoned^but is clearly of the highest order. The only important 
matter te be ascertained on thir subject by the faithful minister, is how 
these various predilections and tendencies of men are to be dealt with, 
and managed in the preaching of the word, so as to carry the main 
truths of the goi^l to the understanding and the feelings, and give- 
them an aH-controUng influence over the judgment imd the heart; and 
if we cannot have absolute perfecticoi in the christian while on earth, 
let us at least work salvation in the man. If we part in dea& christians, 
we shall meet in heaven perfect But this is not to be accomplished 
by carryings IJhe spirit of mere party into the pulpit, and mingling it 
with aBour exhibitions of the word of God. On the contrary, just so 
far as the spirit of party finds its way into the hearts of ministers, while 
proclaiming the gospel, and is seen, and felt to be there by the people, 
ju8t8ofar the a^compUshment of genmne good is contraTened. Whea 
the peculiar and prominent doctrines of the BMe are exhibited, and 
when the lesser principles of the«cheme are unfolded, it should be done 
as far as possible, without reference to party, sect, or denomination) 
or (^unions of others. They should be set forth simply as the word of 
God, and should be enforced wiSi.all that earnestness and solemnity 
which imply that for the reception, use or rejection of those truths, 
men must give account to God. There is no necessity for the minister 
in exhibiting a doctrine or principle, to check the noble freedom of his 
thoughts, and the generous flow of his feelings, that in the true Egpre 
d§ corps^ or spirit of his party, he may show the exact place, andcon>> 
sistency, and bearing of the particular principle in his great Theologi- 
cal system. There are some men who appear to be afraid to trust 
the truth of Gbd with the Spirit of God. They cannot even quote a 
passage as itstandfl4n the holy oracles of Ged, in prayer, without ac- 
con^paaying it with a very pra^erfid interpretation, to show that it is 
jast consistent, neithet more nor less, with something eke which God 
has isaid elsewhere, accompanied also, with their very sage and sctHs' 
factory intqrpretatioa of it. Such a spirit cuts the nerve, and blunts 
the edge^ of truth, and sends it powerless to the ear of ^e hearery or 
stirs die rancorous passions of his heart into a flame. This is not the 
methqd.of Goid. There is with him a noble, ^ugh systematic negli>- 
gence in. every thbg he does^ both in nature and in grace. He is not 
afraid, when he sets a star solitary and alone in Ihej great expanse of 
the etherial, bine) far^remote fix)m every olher^ that, the eyed* the be- 
holder, wMe it coirtemplates it in thetsoHtude of its gtory, with a sofl* 
enedand delighted adtmration, will fail to trace its connection with the 
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rest^jor to the faandxteit made it. . Nor is he afraid to scatter the doctrines 
mad precepts of his grace with & lovely and attractive negligence 
through the Bible, lest by this means the laws of their affinity should be 
annulled, and their union dissolved. . He knows that he has adapted 
each troth and principle of his word to its corresponding element of hu- 
man natare^and that each beam of heavenly light, under the guidance 
of his spirit, .shalF find its way and make its appeal to that particular 
element of the mental constitution.. And he knows: that if one single 
principle of revealed troth shall make a perfect and thorough lodgment 
in the human heart, it will sooner or later make way for all the rest. 
He knowa.too,.that he hath appointed his Spirit to take care of the truth 
-— tibat Paul may plant, ApoUos water, and Jesus Christ may heal and 
raise the dead; but that it is his Holy Spirit that regenerates and sanc- 
tifies the heart — ^that this is his daily, occupation and his work, and 
th^efore he is not afraid to scatter forth his troth, as. he hath scattered 
the stars in the .firmament, or as he scatters the seed upon the ground, 
thershowers on the earth, the fruits and flowers through the forests and 
the fields, and all the varied elements of creation whithersoever, and as 
he lists. Nor should we be afraid to imitate his plans, and trost the 
issues to his Spirit. 

So quick and powerful is the word of God,, when spoken with free- 
dom and boldness, and with the holy ardour of a heart that is sincere 
and free frcMn the influence of party feeling, that accompanied with the 
usual operations of the Holy Spirit, it not only feeds the flock of God, 
but by reaching the conscience with a light and power that is almost 
irresistible, makes the most careless and unconcerned sinner attentive 
and serious. 

Fiaally. — ^Let the pure and unsophisticated discipline of the church,, 
whenever purity in doctrine or practice demands it, be impartially ad- 
ministered without respect of persons. It is conceived to be almost un- 
necessary to say any thing to the enlightened members of the Presby- 
terian church, relative to the impCHrtance of a pure, and sound, and 
wholesome discipline. It is idle to talk of such a discipline's^ being 
dispensable, until human nature shall act without, and above the power^ 
of sin. It has always been necessary, and will continue to be so until 
time shall end. While ever it is administered with strict justice, and 
&om pure motives, so far as its influence will go, the peace of the church 
is secured. But the moment when this pure mantle of the diurch^s 
peace and safety is trampled under foot and despised, that nK»nent con- 
fidence in her judicatories will depart from the bosom of &e church, 
and general distrust and mutual suspicion and alienation will spring up. 
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in its room. The pure discipline c^ the church in its plain and obvieui 
meaning must be faithfully administered, if we expect the members of 
the body to dwell togiether in harmony and love. 

The circulation of dark surmises and vague rumours concerning the 
unsoundness of brethren, is neither Presbyterian nor christian. Dis* 
putable points in theology may be disputed with boldness and freedom. 
But whenever the theological or moral errors of any minister or mem« 
ber of the church is of sufficient magnitude to demand the application | 

of church discipline for its removal, the church member who knows it, 
is not merely at liberty, but is bound to commence immediately towards I 

his erring brother, that course which will issue in the private abandon* 
ment of his errors, or in his full and fair trial before the constituted au-» 
thorities of the church. And when he is so brought to trial, every 
member of the judicatory is bound by his duty to the man, to the 
church, and to God, and by all the solemnities of his oath, to exert him- 
self to the very utmost to have fair and impartial justice administered 
in the case. No tie of blood, or friendship, or affection, or colouring of 
theological sentiment, can annul this obligation. It rests upon all the 
members of the judicatories, without chock or limitation; and it binds 
them equally in relation to all, from the feeblest member of the ho&y 
to the strongest and most influential. To suppose that because a min- 
ister belongs to a party in the church, or because he is possessed of more 
than ordinary mental power, and valuable acquisition, that therefore, 
lest the party should be weakened, or the usefulness of a man be inter- 
fered with, his errors must be tolerated, and he be shielded and protect- 
ed in the possession and inculcation of them; because, forsooth, God 
cannot get the church along without the help of corrupt ministers! is 
an unworthy reflection upon the church, its doctrines, and discipline, and 
the God who founded the one and inspired the other. How much more 
unworthy when the plain and acknowledged principles of the constitu- 
tion are violated, for the purpose of erecting a shield of protection to 
error. Nay, though it be a ^^right hand or a rigitt eye, cut it off or 
pluck it out; it is better that the body be maimed, than the whole be 
east into ruin.^^ God can do without men, whether they be individuals 
or associations. No important principle, therefore, of the constitution 
ought to be violated to afibrd protection to men, who are, themselves, 
acting in violation of the acknowledged principles of the constitution, 
by holding and inculcating on the people, doctrines and sentiments 
which are not rec(^nized in, or are contrary to the Confession of Faitli. 
Every such act of toleration stains the church with the guilt of per- 
jury. 
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Fidelity in the application of the pure discipline of the church ii^ 
under God, almost every thing in the expulsion of error, and the pre- 
vention of its introduction into the body. Ecclesiastical toleration is 
moral approbation; and it will be vain to attempt to convince mankind 
of the church's hostility to any particular theological tenet, while the 
tenet itself receives toleration or ecclesiastical protection. Such tok- 
mtion or protection, moreover, opens the sluices to every species of cor- 
ruption; and the church may expect soon to be flooded, and be carried 
off as with a torrent, or be overwhelmed and borne down with the 
weight and power of her pollutions and corruptions in doctrine and in 
practice. If members cannotconseienciously adhere to the doctrine's of 
the church, if they have changed their opinions since their introduction 
into it, (the perfect right to do which, is not denied t6 any one,) let them 
avow the fact candidly and honorably, and retire from all connection 
with the body. Or if any suppose that while its doctrines are sound, 
its discipline is either not good, or is at least, dispensable — ^that is ofily a 
hallucination of their own giddy brain, which will expire from their 
confidence in proportion as a sane reason and good common sense gain 
the ascendency in their understandings. Let^-them therefore, withdraw 
in peace, and not as rebellionists, -until the mysticism of their minds is 
once more illumined with the lucid beams of reason and trutli. If such 
a course were pursued by discontented persons , and if, at all events, the 
pure discipline of the church were faithfully administered, without res- 
pect to persons or denominations, soon would the confidence of the 
church in its judicatories, and in itself, under God,^ — an indispensable 
principle of union — ^be restored. Soon would the ties of peace be 
bound from heart to heart in the mutual confidence and esteeih of its 
members, and the whole body, forgetting its past difficulties, and look* 
ing up to heaven for the wisdom tthich is pure and impariiaiy would 
once more move on together towards the heavenly inheritance, under 
the broad and waving banner of harmony and love. 

Let all ambitious desire of rule, and to occupy the uppermost seats 
in the synagogues be crucified; let vain speculations and needless con- 
troversies be, abandoned, and let ministers of the gospel devote them- 
selves to the diligent and faitliful inculcation of the simple doctrines and 
precepts of the Bible, with a generous and manly .freedom, free from 
all influence of party feeling and party motive, and let these methods be 
accompanied with the efficient exercise of the plain and obvious discir 
pline of the church in a meek and christian spirit; and let all be done 
with the sincere desires, and ardent and beleiving prayers of the heart. 



ftrtheblessihg; of the Holy Spirit to fi)Uowour exeriioasy dndlhtt' 
happiest resqlta-will soon issue. 

If thes« means, together with others, clearly and readily deducible 
from the principles evolved in the foregoing rejxHLrks^.were pressed into^ 
the service of the church, how soon should we see its peace.and harnx>- 
ny accomplished? How soon would the. flames of anger which now 
illumine this part of the spiritual empire of the Son of God, and lay 
naked and open to the scawling eye, and brow, and taunts of her ene- 
mies, the wounds^ and defects,^ and weaknesses of 2«ion,., he softened' 
down intoa.sanQ|;ified zeal^And a mellow and attractive efiulgence l How 
soon woulcbthc thund^rs^ t)f her warefare be subdued into the. soft and 
soothing wuces of the ministers of peace, heralding the prockuuations 
of joy and gladness ! How soon would ^e howling whirl wind and: the 
storm roll l|y, and the Rainbow of peace,.4>lantiBg one of its bases on> 
the banks of^ the St. Croix, and the other on the shores of the Sabine,. . 
span the whple extent of the churches, and bind themiaone; while 
the spirits of departed saiats and martyrs, and the angels of God, with 
peaoe; branches in their hands, should be seen ascending aud dqscen- 
.ding: on its- noble arch, and. smiling with delight on the holy, union!. 
Then should the rivers of life wind their meandering courses through < 
the whole extent of the spirilual empire, visiting every city, and villagCj 
and hamlj^, and family, and their waters should be for the healing of the 
nation. Then, should the trees of righteousness^. covered with fruits-* 
i^nd with flowers,. wa4Ke their.long hranches to t^ breezes of heaven, 
and spread a shade for the weary to rest in. Theti should the tnlder- 
ness and the solitary ]^Ge* be glad j and the deserts should rejoice 
and blossom as the rme^. Then should the millions of voices echo 
from hill to hill, and fron^ valley to valley,, throughout the whole extent 
pf the land, the song of P ea^e ottEarth and good wiU to men.. 



The allusion of the Rainbow, though not a quotation, is tafien frai» 
the beautiful %pre used by Dr. Daniel Drake, of Cincinnati, in his 
^^Remarks^^ m^de before the Literary Convention, assembled in the 
CollegeChapel of Transylvania University, Oct. 1833. 



